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?: (MFiOJRE'P SESSION)

TUtRTESSTU DA Y.
Mondat, APRIL 29TII. 1801.

'i'tir Con-'entioti met nt 10 o'obxrk, pursuant
;oadjournment, on Saturday.
Prayer by the llev. Mr. SecKLOCt, the dele

s>ve trout Hie county of Wayne.
'k '

Mr. Morton..I move that the pages of the
R Convention lie ailmittted to the Hall.

Tt.« motion was ngroed to.

V Xiie Secretary called over the list of com

taV.'.to. whereupon,
Mr. t'<.x, of Chesterfield, said : J am instruct

rj /1he Committee on Enrolled Ordinances tc
,;j.y :fc&t some seven or eight ordinances have
Seen enrolied. The committee asks leave to

during the session of the Convention,
a! .Ur. Carter, of Loudoun..I move that the

.' mmittee on Enrolled Ordinances be enlarged
I ty ine additiou of one member.
?' Tiie motion was agroed to.

{.' The motion for Luve to sit during the sesL:ivr. of the Convention was then agreed to.
I The President added to the Committee on

J F.otv>.l-d Ordinances tie name of Robt. tl
t Itasca, of Warren.

Tt.c PttWlOENT..The business in order this
. aor.T.*,< 16 tue report of the committee charged

*rh. the duty of inquiring vrtiat number ol
icVgtjtcs should be sent to the Confederate

k i.Vnei'r^s from Virginia.
; ilr. W.n. McOoiiAS, of CabelL.I beg leave
f :o offer the following resolutio n

F The Pkesidkst..ft is not in order.
£ Mr. McOomas..I move to pass by the un

£v nnisfced business for a moment.
J The motion was agreed to.
ri Mr. McComas..I offer tho following resolm
a '.on:
l "Resolved, That the Military Committee be
; ianructed to inquire into the most expeditious
' sode for arming the counties on the Western
i t-rder lint of this State."
h The resolution was agreed to.
k Mr. Cos had, of Frederick..1 would ask the
g rtce:a5 consent of the Convention to take up
K inert solution, off-red the other day, in regard
§: the completion of the railroad coimnuuicn^

an between Winches tr and Sirasburg,
Mr. Mohton.. I object,

fei :w report of the committee appointed tc

jggj' -gu re what imtuber of delegates should b;
g *t; from Virginia to the Congress of thi
* Cv federate States was ihcn taken up.

U is as follows:
i. RiRol'.'cd, Tuat eighleen rlelcgutes shoulc

« sent by thus State to the Congress of tht
r-: t-iii'edt ratu States.

i. Resolved, That the said delegates ahoulc
>. se-ecte-i. one from each of the present Con
iTv- :- uul L»i>ti ie:s, and live Irotn the State al
itie.

s. Kcnr.ived, Trial in the selection of these
tdrgites the choice should not be confined u
«:sibfis ol tins Convention,

ji Mr. 'ioor.ic, of Bedford..I offer the follow
:.£ k:! *i tuostilute:

I. K s. lu-d. That this Convention will now
;*>yru to i lt ct fifteen representatives to re

» ."r-eiil the State of Virginia in the Congress
*t j'j- j'. ».« ascf nir.h* at Montgomery.
I ""2 Resolved, That no member of this body

si! be ejected m. a representative in the Earn

t'inr, "

Mr. (»(u~de, of Bedford -.As to the number
Iri l.u 111,t cwmc in 111ft tr

e i; tn irciv tw) large, and I propose to reduet.
g "i»: fiiiittLcr to tiftcen. I understand that ali
E-' uity.ates no* represented in the Congress at

s|; M.r.,L*o:«try have the same number of dele[-vt- -*inch they had in the old Congress, in-is r.=' numbers and Senators. That would
y io tilteen, aud 1 see no propriety in
jL

'" lira; n greater number,
r A* to tha second resolution, It seems to me
V- "it the propriety of adopting it must be ap
| r^tSL 1 propose it as a seif denying ordiievict, in *iew of the delicalo trust which we

I -J'e r.oa- to di.-charge here. It was never

f istemplttted by the people that we would send
' itts to Congress. The ptwor is a usurped

? * -* in our hands, and we should bo exer1>c it a* ty create no dissatisfaction among the
i .-wfie. If we undertake to elect members ol
[ - '/s-n body, we will subject ourselves to the

itata ioti of seitishneva and of arrogating to
| is body all the talent and wisdom of the
I We have good and able men here who
> '-bl make excellent represenlaUves; but
I ,f tiav- men outside of this body who would
I'- y creditable to tho State as represen£v>Vt.» in the Confederate Congress; and in
¥ ^Uing the selections," wo bhould ascertain as
t ^rly as possible the preferences of the people

districts, and act as the people would
-if they had the choices to make.

?' Echols, of Monroe..I uuderatand that
jt 'tr-sohumus just offered are intended as n

I -Wiitutc for the report of *he committee..
'-«,.bstituto proposes that wc shall elect fifvi't'-ivgales to the Congress of the Oonfede*= J at- r. The substitute ulso proposes that

ttu.bfT of the Convention shall bo eligible
-r i-hinon of delegate to tbo Confederate

I'w. ly eoiicur ir the second resolution
J isswit troui the first. I think myself,
| J'" I misII other sucn en amendment to the
- tt'Svliitiod, that live is a sufficient nutn

vj be Nent to that Congress tor the pre

il". Go..n. _I accept the ainendinenL
EciioLi. I put the udmendmenl upon

I*^'Tr.:;r tk .» «.a A ...An nf iin^illlhr^i
r | »Udi -C >U LU^U » UIMWMW.Vfirj? W,U represent us.not so much as

fit; V*:i'»"i, '.oioinissioiiers.until the people
S'.utt- <hull have an opportunity of duly^ l- r'^ tiiiir representatives. I move to inKl -' iTc' instead "fifteen."

fi-fl, '^r- A Heike.. It i» duo to the couituittee that
|i"J'tttti|i should be mode with regard to

cour?t upon this subject. These are
*!ie" it is necessary that men should

k 1'^ out ki d speak plainly.
'lf-»' *' l*'e ccudilion of things is this, that it
E fi *f,Cw-!. and known generally, that there
S J> 4 5lronK desire fell on the part of a very| fvK'-poition of the gentlemen who were
Kl."4- t'ongrtsa of the late United States that
Kfl'f should go iuto the Oonfederate States
11/''^; tli>n that influence had been

to bear upon members of this Conthatif it succeeded the i fleet would
&' Hi once, of fifteen places in this
sr.d that if it did succeed, it would

fia^-^sity exclude all other persons as re!,('m"liR ^late *n tbe Congress.£ ^
'rto avoid that difficulty, it was proposedKj:,.-* C'Jtmniuee to put an addition of three

* B4'ft ScIa^r' 10 k® chosen from the State at
figi;,'y Supp&3jng tj,at the same rule would
»|;ril lile jwo Senators which was proposedgH T>' J t»- the representatives from the aiffer-

'ITION.
'

»m mih.a..a»w

ent (ftstricts, and eighteen being the num- jbar to which, if you ndopt the ratio of TO,000,
ihe State would h« entitled, that number was
recommended by the committee. In order,
also, to reconcile ull theso differences of opinionMticog gtnlleuicu from the various sectionsof the State, and to enabie the Conventionto avail itself of the talent and experience
of the delegates in th« last Congress of the
United Statcfj 'hs committee rccommonded the.
adoption of thai number.

It you adopt the number proposed by '.he
gentleman from Monroe, (five,; and accepted
by the gentleman Iroin Lhtdford. (Mr. Goode,)
you are introducing elements of discord and of
difficulty. Already there tire serious tnurinurs,
and inuuours which must be heeded, with regardto the course pursued in the matter of
appointments here ttnd chowhero. Hero complaintsare, as I think, well tonnded, and if not
ueedvd here, they will be openly ami decidedly
expressed; and ti is time that we should, as
far as we can, apply n remedy to the evils which
1 believe to exist. If you reduce the number
to five, you will necessarily create touch difli.culty and dissatisfaction. I have beard thai
one of these five is to bo chosen from my secItion of the country, a gentleman whose course
has rendered him obnoxious to men in all my
section of the country ; and: ('fur is brought
forward here, i» will tie against the protest 01

every uian in till my section <>f the country, for
it will be an outrage upon my section if you
force such a tuan upon mv people to represent
them anywhere. fear, there is a feeling which
you must not raise; and if the attempt I refer
to is made here, mat feeling must be displayed,
and it w.U be displayed to the injury of the
came » (, ch we all advocate.

I appeal to gentlemen before they raise that
fcelmg to reflect well upon their actioD, and
avow a course which must, if carried out, resultin division and embarrassment- Sir, there
is a respect due to the wishes and the feelings
of the pcoplo which cannot bu disregarded,
and if it is disregarded, proper respect will be
enforced by the people themselves. I do beg
gontletuen to pause bcfi.ro they cmtiuiil themselvesto a course which must raise that feeling
aud produce serious injury.

Mr. Muktox..1 cotilers that I have listened
with some degree of surprise and much regret
to tho remarks of my friend iroiu tnu county
of Louisa.

I am decidedly in favor of the amendment.
This morning, in the public library, 1 ucciden
tally laid my hands upon a speeort of the great
Irish Patriot, lleury Gra ta.., and tho very*
first sentcnco that I read, I commend to tho
consideration of this body.

It is this: Wo would do well to keep in
mind that there is hut one enemy, the French,
and that our best defence against ttr.it enemy
is our unanimity."

1 am for unanimity. I wish the best taec,
the truest men, tho most talented luon that can
bo found in the Stale, having due reference to
the great sectional divisions of the Uourmon*wealth, to be elected by this (hmveritinn.

I fully coucur in the propriety of electing
men from outside and not insult) this ">dy..
The gentleman from Louisa has referred to an
individual without naming him ; but 1 presume
[ know the individual to whom he refers. 1
do not concur in that nomination if it should
be made. If the gentleman had waited for the
nominations, I presume that he would have
found that nominations wouid have been made
wnicn wouia receive the general a-sont oi mw

Convention, ana meet with n patriotic cmbtseimoat throughout the Cotnnioiiwrahh. I say
the time is past when we shall be looking to
old party divisions. We should elect men who
are true. At the same time we should hive a

man from the Tide-water section, from the
Piedmont range, from the Valley, from tho
North-West and from the South-West. Give us
a man from inch of theso sections, and the gentluuianwill tind unanimity beyond what he
will llnd if we send fifteen or eighteen dele)gates to the Confederate States Congress. If

i we determine to Bend eighteen, each member of
j the Luc Congress will consider himself slighted

if ho is not the bonoied choice of this body;
but if you itciuco the number to fire, there is

1 no man whoso feelings can be touched. If he
ia overlooked, he must be overlooked in commonwith many as patriotic and talented as

I himself. So if you wish to promote unanim
jty, and prevent division, my honest opinion

t ie, that } ou should first go ouisidc of this body
to choose delegates, and that tho number

i should not exceed five.
> Mr. Thokntos, of Prince Edward..1 am

constrained to say something in opposition to
the resolution offered by the gentleman from
Bedford, (Mr. Goode.)

So far as his " self denying ordinance," as he
has termed it, is concerned, while it would be

i agreeable to uie personally to vote for it, jet I
do not think that we ought at thia time to ex
elude front our consideration, in the selection
of these delegnt s, the 152 gentlemen wiior.ro
members of tins Convention. I suppose, sir,
our object ought to be to get tie wisest and
best men we can to 1:11 this position, anil 1 am

j unwilling, either, as unhealed by the gentleiman from Louisa (Mr. An bleu,) to elect every
; representative that we had ir. the late Congress

of the United States, or as desired by the gen
tlcmau from Bedford, to elect entirely outside
of ;hi3 Convention. But I Want all the mate-
rial that is in tne State brought within the I
range of selection, so that we tuny he able ti>
choose that man or these mon from the whole
State, who, I think, would make the ablest and
the wisest Councillors in the Congress of the
Provisional Gown tneut.

Again, sir, there seems to mo to he much
force in the suggestion of the Vice-President
of the Confederate Slutes, that Virginia should
have a larger delegation than five in that Conigress. I propose the scheme originally sugr|gested by the gentleman from Bedford, (Mr.

j Goodk,) of senuutg fifteen; and whuri 1 vote for
that I would not consider myself pledged to

i! support all the gentlemen who represented ns

in the late Congress of the United States; but
I conceive that I am at liberty to look over the
whole State, and wherever 1 can find a man

possessing eminentability for the office, whethier he was in the late Congress, whether he is
in this Convention or whether he litis any
other office, I desire to give mv vote lor him.

Mr. Wx. J. Nkbi.ett, of Lunenburg..I
do not intend to make a speech. I know ton

; well tho temper of this House to impose such
k an affl etion upon them at this tiror; but I must
. take occasion to say that I am utterly opposed

to selecting any gentleman from this body to
represent lis in the Confederate States Con

; gress, for the reason that there is no necessity,
nor is there any propriety in such a course..
We shall have business enough of importance
here tr- deiuund the undivided labor and attentionof every member of this body.

I am oijoutterly opposed to thesendingofoigh,teen members to thi> Cor-gross.as recommended
by the committer; because 1 consider that nuiii

ber tuo large; ami I nni opposed to the number
(five) proposed by the gentleman from Monroe,
(Mr. Echols,) and accepted by the gentleman

I from Bedford. (Mr. Cooke.) because I regard
that number too small. The best course lor
us to pursue, in my judgment, is to scml fifteendelegates to Montgomery. We will thus
have an equal representation with other States,
according to our representative ratio, at.d this
number, moreover, is likely to give general
satisfaction, inasmuch, as every disutot will be

repiesentcd, allowing, in addition, two. by way
of an equivalent, for the two Senators that representedus in the lato Connie*.-*. If we come
down to the number tlve, we will inevitably
produce dissatisfaction everywhere throughout
the Commonwealth.
Now, so far as my district is concerned, my j

people are ninety nirio in one hundred in favor
of the Hon. Roger A. Pryor, because he is n

gentleman not only of State reputation, but of I
national reputati >o

I do hope that it will Ho the ptei-surc of the
Convention to adopt neither the n u ather eighteen
nor fivf.butto adopt the number fiitccvt; andthat j
they will agree to go outside of this Convon-
tion for the selection of that number. We
will thus givo general satisfaction.
Mr. Bcaket, of Madison..It seems to me,

if tho object of this Convention is to save tuo- j
ney to the Confederate States, or if its object is J
to reduce the number below the representation
which we now have, I conceive that the same
reason which would reduce it to five "would
bring it down to one. Let us, then, take the

*

""

ICE
n*ist acceptable men within the broad limits of wos
tho Commonwealth, ami if iho selection of flr- mu,
teen will create jealousy, and tho selection of pan
tlc« will diminish this, inn selection of one will I
reduce it still lower. If the object is to get rid tioi
ofjealousy.if you carry out this process of liac
reasoning.you will send no delegates to Mont- dis:
gontery, ges

Tt seetus to mo, sir, that the object we should 2
have in view should ho this : to send a delcga- Gei
tion which will most fairly represent the vari- tho
ous shades of opinion and interest throughout arc
Use Common wealth ; and I sec no reason why spe
we should not sand precisely the same number woi
that we expect to Send in tho Fall, if wo should wh
become permanently connected with the Gov- at
eminent of tho Confederate Stales. Why is it vot
that the same number should not be sent now I
as then ? Are there not tho same interests to pjr
take care ot now 113 will be turn ? At 0 there qut
not the satiio constituencies to represent ? And Coi
are they not to corny in contact with the delo- are

gates of the mi inc. people from nil parts uf lite cut
Confederate States ? It dvnaseemlo me, in as

view of lltcse considerations, that wo ought to get
select a delegation which will como, not only ]
from every section, but every district of the ber
State; and the committer, in fixing up- ovi
on eighteen, took that number which nu>

they supposed Virginia would ho enti- tha
fled to when she sends her reprosen- del
tatives 10 the p-ruisner.t Uongrei-s; and the fee
samo reason which would justify our sending am
that number und'-r the permanent Government the
of the Confederate States, induced the c an- guv
mitlee to believe it would justify them in ie- iu<
comuic-nding the same nninber now. Fwrthis iigl
reason 1 shall vote for the number eighteen, and nut
if that is voted drove. 1 will go fur fifteen, and J
if that is voted d.avn, I will vote for the next 31 a

highest number. fro
Mr. Rivks, of Prince George..I beg leave to no

olfer the following amendment to tfc«« amend- the
nient off.-red by the gentleman fr >m Ded'crd, gn
fMr. Goo nr. )

' Resolved, That this Convention una- pro* in
ceed to elect filteen delegates to the Congress »p<
of tint Suiitbern Confederacy, twelve of whom wil
shall he the late members from the respective olu
districts in the Oongsess ot the United Shales, fin
to wit: From the 1st distuct, M. JJ» II. liar-! 'J
selt; ill district, J. S. Mdls'm; "J district, J for
D. 0. Dij irt'Oini; -ttii district, Roger A. Fry- ntu
or; fith district, Tnousas S. iiocock; tbh dis-j sru
trial, Shclton F. Leake; 7tii district. Will'tnn -dm
Smith ; Sth distnct, Ah.-xni.dsr R. lSoMcr ; 10
ft ill district, John T. II ur s; 11th district, A. car
0. Jenkins, !2th district, li. A. E imonuiuii ; I
lii'.ii district, F. S. Morion; and that.. ntu

He ^elected iioin the luih district, sen
the 1 Ion. Shcrrard Clemens having dc agn
cliuod a ro elm'tinn, and that the H >. 1 0 nni
R. Mi T. Hunter arid JT ;kuM. Mason be meet- not
o-l for the S .ate a: Hi go. his

Mr. Rivit;..I oif.r that ftm-mdni nt up:m can
this ground. It is perfectly clear that toe rep
election which we are now about to proceed
to, properly belongs to the people of the State. Th
If members of Congress vroro to be elected go.:
and siullioient tune was to It fi.-r their election to
by the people, nobody would deny but that 1
cue people of each district would have to iioi
elect these members. The people, however, J
have not time 10 elect, and that duty will dc- tioi
volve upon this Convention. In the exercise 'J
of that duty, this Convention should approach tioi
as nearly as possible to what they believe the '

pcoplo would do. We only express the voice of eee
the people; ami in ell-cling any other than those the
whom we know to be the choice of the people, ass
I suggest that wo would be departing from trie ;

.l.. 1 : i._ 1 _* '. :
UKuiousuou iinmjipiu wiuu'i rugujiui^ puyu'Jir ji;u
election.*: themselves.that the people's favorite ']
should represent them, and no other.and that tak
the Vvic-! of the people in each district should lo«
govern in the selection of their representatives y
Tins principle can best be carrit.il "at by
leaving to the delegates from I he respective
districts the selection cl the representatives for un.i
the-ii dictricu. According to the popular ideetionsystem, the people of district No. 1 iron id nor
iiavo nothing to do with the election of 111-a jw-'|delegate from district No. "«!, and so wtih nil
the other districts. If the people, say of lbs n«r.

first district, shall be deprived oi the privilege k*.
of voting ! >r their representative*, if the Fori
voice tu the pec-pie n «y hj stopped, ami tin:
voice of ihe Kpftsen'ativu is to speak, it is *1
become tiie pt-opic cnumi speak, and ih.s
oeing the cse the delegation from the tlrst
Congression »l di.-trict would ha the proper

01

body to elect a rcprcsatihitive for thai, d-strint. wr)
fhey are the immediate repicn-ntalives of the ,

sovereign people, and necessarily bast informed ''

as to their will in this and all other matters ,
appertaining to their public relations. The *

people themselves would have t\> r-leci ihcir ^deli-gatcs in the event of a Jniin-e of the 0,nventionto d > so, and tiisi:' choice should he 10

strictly regarded. If tbk: whole Ouovtulion, ^
Suppore, were t.» dec'- a member tor the 1st iioy
district. 1 a-k wool liar it is prohibits that"
i tie result con id On as satisfactory ns if the l;,?s
choice was made by the delegation from that i"t<

district. Thai was a great iiihncy which wa't £ *,'
embodied in vitc proclamation r.f Genera! Sum
J icksoti, that a representative wia not the reprei-ciitalivi!the people of his iintoe- iurr
dial? district, but o! the people at large.. *

1 hold that he is tins peculiar represan- ma(]
intive of this peopio who elected him, anil to Wui
some orient, i admit, the representative of the J
people at large. licit, ids lust obligation, is to 'I
his immediate constituents. I am satisfic-d, of
s;r, thattho beat and safest policy is to give u>t ?
the delegation from the respective districts, the up;
power to elect the representative for each dis- "

trict They can be governed by the last ex- tioi
predion of Ihe popular choice, particularly of tivi
ibis regard, that expression is an endorsement }
of tho representative in the laio Congress.. tio;
Thin is the best data upon which to base a so- J
lection. There is in fact no better day, unless qui
the representative has done something since liii !
last election, so glaring as to leave no room to fori
doubt that a r»uiical change of sentiment has S
taken p'aec in reference to him. nn<

In exercising this power for the people, we flxi
should indeed be cautious to act as nearly in val
conformity with tbe expressed wish of the 8
people as pussible; and in order to do so, it ofli
seems to me that the ad ption of tfie plan 4
which I propose, is the best. In the absence of
of any positive assurance by ft late election, 1
as to what the popu'ar scntimi nt is, tho action j rJ
of the delegates for tbnr respective districts, the
will best secure the end which we all have in lore
view.as close an ucnrcl of our choice here, Cm
with the popular preferences aa possible. I
know that Mere aio delegates from a number'
of districts that do nut represent tho feelings
of their uouatituenis; but that is not our matter.Tney were chosen by a majority of their q
people, arul we must pay due regard to lliat tho
consideration. We cannot reverse the decrees cpri
of the ptOplc; and ir a cliomo in made thnt pre
docs not strictly accord with their preferences >anrj
they must blame themselves. t|,p
Tbe Pkrsment. .'L'r.c Chair will suggest cer

to the gentleman that there is a rule tnut, n.j,
stands in tbe way of his resolution. Iri eioc- ]$ni
tions, but one vacancy can be filled at a time. ex^Mr. Kivks..That rule will not come in con rqUllict with ibe resolution I oiler. Wo can take for(
them up one by one, and take ( we'lve or fifteen 0f
"different ballots. .(>n

But to carry out the line of argument which S
I started upon; is it not true that the principle ind
upon which the resolution is based, is that the fici
voice of the people shall bo represented as far the
as possible t Let me call j our attention to the pari
lac?, that when it was proposed to have a Con- dill
gress of the border slave States at Frankfort, elfe
the gentleman from fnuccss Anne, tair. Die

WtsV:,) moved an amendment to the report of her
the Committee on Federal Relations to the ef- ent
feet that the delegate* t.« this Congress should atif
bo elected by the members of the respective
ri is* riots.

I maintain, sir, in eve. > t lew ot this matter, )
that the proper course to take in the absence nic
of a direct expression of opinion by tho people I
at the polls, is to leave to each delegation the had
selection of tho representative for their re- vist
spective districts; and 10 submitting that rose- in t

lution, I atn governed by the Whet that it wili ord
ho carrying out a principle that, so far as I am con

concerned, I never will disregard. I am un- ges
willing to vote for a man, sir, to represent Cot
your district, because I ant ignorant of the Co:
preferences of the people of that district. You, wh
sir, and your colleagues from that district are I
more competent' to decide than I'am, or any sen

othors representing other districts here, what 1

V//// /'! i«» v"^5^.W"

SPAY "mobmngT^
j!d lie the choice which would most bar- ]
ni/.e with the sentiments and wishes of the npiethere. I C
trust it will be the pleasure of the Conven- ^

1 to adopt this amendment, ior I ain satisIthat there Is no bettor means of avoiding
;atislact^on among the people than tlmtsugtedin the amendment.
Jr. Moot-on..The gentleman from Prince
irge (Mr. Rives) seems to misunderstand
cnaracicr ui luc representation tuut

to aand to Montgomery. IIo seems to t
ak as though evory congressional district -V
uld have a separate and independent vote, 0
en it is known that in the present Congress M
Montgomery each State has but a single a

°. . j'
say, then, ss we are in revolution, it is iin- h
taut that we should look to the financial ii
istion ; that we should nut saddle upon the t
nfederato Treasury heavier expenses than v

necessary. Five chosen from the differ- a

sections of tue State will undoubtedly cast v

intelligent a vote as the fifteen which the P
itlenian recommends. a

am, therefore, of the opinion that the nnin* t

should not exceed five. If, however, I am \
irrulcd in that, and the motion of the gentle p
n shall be adopted, I will go with him to u

extent of voting for every one of the old u

eg ites that I think this day represent, the l

lings of their constituents. But i will c

ther voio for '.he gentleman who represented v
Norfolk district, (Mr. Millbcn,) nor the o

itleinarr who represented the {locking- c

n district, (Mr. IIakkis,) liecause from tins f
Ills now before me, 1 take it that they do t

represent their districts. p
llr. CtJTiiAN, r.f Rockingham..I under- c

u i Iroiii the resolution of the gentleman f
in Prince (jeorgv, (Mr. Kivks,) that it leaves n

discrt-lion to the Convention but to o'ect fi
late iLlegates in the United Stales Con- ti
sr.. ti

[lie I'lirsii'KNr..Tho Chair will state that, n

its opinion, this proposition cannot be voted s

in by this Convention at all; and the Chair u

I'suggest further that tlie object of the res- l!
iion might be attained in u very simple il
iii. il
I'iie amendment of the gentleman from Bed ti
J (Mr. Goods) is now open to amendment,
1 the (portion can be rawed between fifteen «(
1 ilve. hi that form, if tho number of "live" e

ill he adopted, then the whole <jucstiou a? c

number will bo determined hoc! nominations h
i !». made. ii
dr. CorrMAX..Desiring to represent as d
uly as I can the wishes of the people who o

it. mo here, I shall bo compelled to vote a:

limit our present representative, should his a

or: by brought forward, because he does o

represent the sentiments ol the people of ft
district. He is my persona! friend, bur. I

ioot sutler that consideration to weigh where u

reseautive trust is concerned. p
dr. Campbell, of Washington county.. s

ero is so much of wisdom and practical fidsense in the (uihsliLule, that 1 am induced si

call the previous question upon it, b
['he call was sustained, and tho main tpies m

i ordered to bo put d
dr. Kiliiv..1 ask for a division of the qucs- h

i. , e<

L'he vote was then taken on tho first rc-indu- u

i of the substitute, which reads:
' Jtv.sw.dved, That this Convention now pro- a;

d to elect tjvo representatives to represent .r'

State of Virginia in the Congress about to li
eruble at Montgomery." <|
dr. Hall, of Marion..I call the yeas »nd t

s upon that resolution. l!
I'ne call was sustained, and, the vote beincr
en. resulted.yeas 07, nays 24.as lol- t;
'si it*
las..Meatus. John Jann*ry y President,) Ai-ton, Mew, iJ
it. iioulolii, Hoy J, Branch. I'.rent, tJriu-', Cabed, f'.iuip. s;,
Cfirti", Clmpuitn,Conn.lt. T.Conrad,'.rlti-li*r,L}eakirg, r

onHii, DuUny, fcarly, Echols, Flouruoy, Prciimi, O-r*
I, I'nllcsple.Gravdy, Ujcgln.JohQOootW.Jr., liulroinb;, ft;
ni.iduke Job ion, l'elet C. Johnston, K:t.f, fCilhy, Lair- <Leake,McComas, Mmbal, Miller. Montague, Mi-rr'S, *

t .n, Moure, Komoii, PcndLlon, Puuh, itandolph, Kioti- C
mn, ttnherl E. Scott, William 0. Scott. Sean ell, Sharp, {J
ley, S*!tllrijt'on, Slaughter, Spiral], Snurlnck, Alo*. If. If. ;y
irl, Stranar, dutliirlin, Tayloe, Tredtxuy, itobeii. if. Tur- Tyler.\\ii-kliam, Willlstui.ft*.si
ats.Menn. Ambler, Alfred M. Barbour, Baylor, P.la,tloi-seau, Cecil, CbatutilUr, <J<.lfnnn, Jamai It. Cox, "

3t«, Epbralm II. Un:l, II ar r 1b, tlayinr^nl, Holla-lay, is*
Lewis, 'loffclt, Ntblelt, Rives. Staples, Tborux.i, r,

itlln P. Turner, Woods, Wyyor.24.
»o the resolution was adopted. j ^
I'ho question then recurred upon the ndop J
i of iho second resolution of the substitute
icii rends:
'Resolved, That no member of this body
It tic elected as a representative in ihc said
igrcrH." j
dr. Mohhis, of Caroline..1 call the yeas i
I nays upon that resolution.
I'he cull was sustained, and the vote being '

en resulted.yeas 78, nays 19, bs follows; ^
ity«..John Janniy, (President) Ambler, Anton.
1. lUrliocr. Baylor, blukxy, l!olii»au, Born, Ileulihri,
d, Branch, trot, llruce. Cabell, Campbell, Carter, tV a
ChaniMlis, Chnptnai, ColT.mtn, Conn, hankies. Ifor*

i. EeboU, t'louriuy, Forbes, French, fiurlind, Gillespie,
yin, John Uuodr, Cyrui hull, Uarvie, Haymond, llol- tl
ly.Isbell, I'. C. Johnson. Kent, K'lby, La*son, Leake, r,
i ball, Miller, MoSett, Montague. Mnr.lt. 31 ;rt«ui Mm.rr,
'an, Fenil e:ou, Frenos, Bugs, Krmdolps, Kichardson, "

xe l, Sharp, sin-ifey, Siuir.gr.>n, daughter, roi.tlinil, j b
rlo.-k.Slt.Vl*', Alexander U U stum t, Strang*, truth- n
i, Tavlee, K. H. Turner, F. I*. Turner, V.'lel-r.ain, WU* '

in, Vt'll-ofl, IV00K, \S>>«r. id.I C'
ays ->! rn. UhIiIwIii, B'ow, Jr., R. Y. Cnnrail, Jaraen ^
:ox, (?r!t-her, Uulany, Early.Gravely, Itoleuinl.#. MarlukcJut.n*on, Xaiion, Hires, Rol>«rt B. Sou t, s

li.iiri C. Scolt, fpct.l, Tboruton, Trttdieay, Tjlfcr.lit «

?o the second resolution wits adopted. h
L'ne question next recurred upon the report n:
the Committee as amended. j p
dr. Morton..I call tho previous question ti
in that. *I n

['he cail « ? ; sustained. Rod the miin ques-! h
i being put, it was decided in the aflirtna».u
dr. B.u.dwj.v..T ofl'or the following rejoin- LI
o; vi

lesolved, Tint the Military Committee in- n

ire into tho inexpediency of providing. rr

. For the term of service of liie volunteer
eee. | ti
!. For the mode of compensation for horses c

I equipments of volunteer cavalry, and ofjn
ng maximum and minimum limits of u

ues. j a
t. For uriifonnity in the number of company u

ccrs. I o

k For the adoption of some general system
army regulation. j d
Ihic resolution was adopted. | c

I'he Pkssidbst..I beg leave to present for a

consideration of tho Convention, the ful- 0

'itig communication from the Advisory tt

unci!. i ii
Council Cuamhm, i ti

April 28Ih 1361. \ e:

the Honorable the President j t(

of the Convention oj Virginia': ^
i'lie Council of Three respectfully request!
consideration of the Convention of '.lie nc- *

apanying sketch of the plan of an ordinance, 0

pared in their supervision, in tho place of :l

to supercede two ordinances adopted on :i

27th inst.. one entitled " An Ordinance con- "

riing thru Quartermaster's Department,the c

er entitled "An Ordinance to provide a P
ird to whom shall be referred all claims for l"
icnditures arising from the organ;zition, b
lipment and support of the land ami naval e

-» « eallorl nr 1ft hp pflllpd ftnt fiir thp iti>f..np.. ft
the Commonwealth under the present emer- K

cy." f

ioiiio of the provisions of these ordinances
icate that tbey were drawn up without suf- 11

ent conaultation between those engaged in
ir preparation ; producing such a discre- "

icy and conflict between thetr. as to render it e;

icult if not impossible to carry them into P
cr. It ha«, therefore, been thought advisa- u

to combine both into one plan, such as is
ewilh presented, so as to produce a consist- j 0

whole, capable of being carried into system
and prompt execution. P

By order of the Council, ^
P. P. Howard, Secretary. S(

dr. MuXTagce..1 move to lay that coinmu- ul

ition on the table for the present,
will state to the Convention that I havo t!
a conversation with a mombtr of the Ad- n

try Council, upon toe subjects referred to u

,hat communication. It appears that two h
inances that you passed here on Saturday i si
tlicl ono with ihe other, and at the sng- p
tinn of the Council, the Secretary of the al
nmociwcnhh and the Attorney General of I'
umonwealth havo prepared an ordinance a
ich is now before you.
move to iay it on the table for the pre- a

l ci

;he motion was agreed to. J p

..mifilm iiiib.mtsxrtn. it<..

sTja^^rOYEMBEK "l9, 1861
The following is the ordinance referred to

' being drawn up by the Secretary of th
'oiniiiiihwtinliii and the Attorney General.
n OanrsAVCK/*-"' the letter rajulalion if th
fMjuirtincif'.i of the Army and Navy of Yii
yitiia. andfor the audit and settlement o

accounts and claims aridity in the j>reseri
emrytucyfar the defence- of the Cotnmoi,
ireulth, j>,used April 20, 1SGI.
1. Be it ordained Hv the Convention of th

iommonwcalih of Virginia, That George W
iunfunl, J. It. Tucker and J. M. Bcnneti
my t«.vo «f wl'.ont may act,) snail constitute
loartl of Ci'iiiinibsiuiicrs, with authority t
udit ami settle, upon principles of law an

astico, ail accounts for expenses heretofore o

ercafter to be incurred in the assembling, arn

ag, equipping, and maintaining troops, in th
r&usportatiou of the same, of munitions o

far, provisions ami supplies of every kirn
ml fur any other purpose connected there
ritli. .Also, all expenses for cllicciing, equip
ing arul maintaining the Navy of tho Stan
nd for the pay of officers, seamen and marine
herein, ami nil employees ul Navy and Doc
'arils, including herein tiie expense of tran:
lOilalion of ordnance, ammunition and store
f every d-set:pi n.n, the purchase of vessel.mldamages ni tnig from seizure anil detcn
inn of vessels, or from injury to, or user

argu r.r property ol any kind by land or na

a! force-., or under the order of theauthoritie
f tho Stale. Also, lor all other incident*
xpciiscs ir.i urrod or to be incurred in the dc
eiioe of the Commonwealth, including hcreii
he guarding, support, and transportation c

risoiiers, and till ciauns for arms, and for ma
himsry fur the manufacture ot arms in til
ublic Armor}', or others authorized by exist
ig or future contracts. The said Board ar

other Buthfu iXfl by existing or future con

I'nfu -. Tho said Board are further authorize
» adm:!tist.-r o tths «r Lo reipjire affidavits o

tlier evidence, necessary to the proof of al
itch claims, Tried!ov,.rnor shall have powe
) .supply any vacancy occurring in the sail
iuard. lu all ea«r3 arising under this section
tie claimant shall have u l ight of apnea! fron
fie decision of the Board lu 1 he Governor c
ii.t Commonwealth,
d. The s:»:il JJ .aril snail be authorized to re

'lire of l lie several heads of the department
'taidisbed hy this Ccnvvitfi«m^tu eslimat
f in; sisuit iu.cv;->ary to b.i disbursed by then
r ibc public service; ami upon the same tie;glurnifihed, to >1 too from time lu time, up

I the control td the proper disbursing olii
irrs in said depatlim.nis, mi: .--.inn-: ot uionei
:i limy be required, and as may be propcrij
P|iiit:.i'r.l<j tiicreto, ;r "ha raising and suppor
f ihe Aiiny ami Navy ordered into service
oia time to tun -, itmier legal anrhurity.
U. All rtC.-oun!-, {.risen ltd to the said H-viri

niier the first section siiaii be smtained bj
roper v-.nulieis, and when allowed, shall bi
opt in a g-.-ielal acc 'tj'lt llildcr proper head:
T Inline VVhvl: said uecuiintsan
> allowed, ami vt h-n moneys r«re ordered t<
e lii.sboisei! by the Bosud under tho sccom

.cimn, tin; ;-..ud Board is hereby authorized ti
irect tho Auditor uf Public Accounts to issui
is warran's lor the several amounts so allow1,to be pud out of any money in the trean
ry r.ol otherwise appropriated.

I. Tiie Board shall adopt such regulation;
it uny approve for the security ol the mo

ry to he du.buu'fd under its direction undei
lu second section, and for this end may reaimthe heads of the several department
; suhiii't such a systrm of regulations fo;
:at purposq cs may bo right and proper.
5. I lie accounts allowed under the first Seeon,. xcrfil claims :or arms and machinery foi

r j/i-Miutaoturc of arms authorised by existing
.ws, and the. disbursements ordered under tin
icond .section, shall be certified in pr.lpei
rtn, at the end of every quarter of the year
ir payment, to the Government of the Corider&teStairs of America, uncording to the
or.veil!ion between this 'JorximonrreaUh um
le siii] Cotiffcilerafo States, adopted on thi
ii-.h day of-, \prii, and when thn satin
ri'i be received, it shall bo paid into the trea

.try uf this GmnninnweiiUh.
ii. The sa d Jl .nrd .-.haI!, l'. r their services

ievive the : u:;i of three doiUrr. per day, of ac
j't) serv.ee, t> be paid Lo each of them; ant
bail have power to appoint » clerk or clerk*
mi to allow to them suck compensation as ma\
c reasonable.
7. And for the I idler regulation of tlic-qunr

); master's d pulment, it is ordained, that ir
minion to iiclJ duties, it - had be the duty o
,o qnutiom.isl.jr general, and the suhoidi

ibeiiiihis department, when thereto directcc
y I'm Governor, to purchase military store*
r.niu equipage, and other article; required lh
he I loops, ami lo procure and provide mean:
f tiacspoi t for the army, its store?, artillery
nd camp eq i p ige, and in order thereto, u
port such an estimate, as mav be proper t<

riesnid Jioaril, coos; it tiled by the first section
t the co-i thereof; and to disburse the sum:
infer their control, by thn said Board, to tin
est advantage. lc shall be tiie duty of tin
uartci master general to report to and acouoiwith such It ),vd, and in tiireo months
r oftener, if required, in such manner as i
ns'l prescribe, fur nil money ami property
h'.ch may pass through his hands or those o
U subordinate;:, or may disbursed by then
lj nr.r...'iiill #>r iiiniF hd in I tic rtr :hdir mro n

'ss-.r-sion. The qti-vtermiutcr general shal
c responsible for 'he regularity and correct
isi 01' all i.tic returns of his subordinates, it
is department.
H. The fj iiriartn i general is uuthomci

a appoint, with tiic approbation and ttndc
to direction of tho Governor, as many forag
ragon masters, and employ as many artificer?
jcchanie?, and laborers as ihu public servic
ny r*-qTm\

'j. 11.snail be tho duty of tho quartcrmas'
ir's department to distribute to the army al
lolhirtg, inmp and garrison equipage and othe
nicies required fir tlie army; and toprescrib
nd enforce, according to such regulations a

hall be approved by the said Board, a prope
coouiT.ability Ibr such clothing, eqaipago ant

titer articles, so distributed to tho arm;/'.
Evury captain or commander of a company

(ituchinent or recruiting station, or other otfi
cr, si receiving clothing, equipage, or othe
rticles for tho use of his command, or for issu
r> the troops, shall render to the qunrterniasirgentr-.l quarterly returns thereof, accordtgto the requisite forms, and accompanied bj
in; proper vouchers, which returns and vouci
rs, shaii^c included by the said quarterrnas
;r general, in his report and account with tli
Inard hereby constituted.
It shall ha the duty ol all officers charge!

ii'ii the duty of issuing clothing, equipage, o
clie-r artir'es, to secure the same from wast
nd damage, in caso of the loss of any sue]
rlicler., or damage thereto, the value tbereol
n final settlement with the officer, shall b
hnrged against, him and be deducted from hi
ay, unlcs j ho shall show, lo the satisfaction o
be quarlcrniaslcr general, and to tho sai<
lotird, in passing on his accounts, by prope
vidence, that such loss or damage occurret

oui unavoidable accident, or in actual service
ithout fault on his part, and was not the rcsul
f neglect on his part, and that lie. used due can
no attention tor ins preservation ui suca ar

cles.
10. There shall lie added to the quarterui an

ir's department, military store-keepers, no

Kceeding threo in number, who shall be ap
ointed in the sauic. manner as the quartennas
:r general.
11. The other departments of tho artny am

avy of this Common wealth shall be subject ii
lie manner, as the quartermaster's departmeni
) the provisions ot the second, third, fourth
fth and seventh sections of this Ordinance, in
)far as their respective duties under existin
r future laws make them applicable.
12. Whenever the quartermaster general, o

te chief of any department of the army o

avy of the Commonwealth shall be absent c

nahlo to niUnd to hi* duty, the Governor i
erebv authorized to empower scmo officer c

jch dep'i'tmcnt to take charge thereof, and t
erforra the duty of said quartermaster genet
or chief, during said absence or inability

rjvided, That no additional compensation b
iiowedinerefor.
33. The Governor is hereby authorized t
ppoint for the time being one or more speck
otnniissaries for the purpose of supplying b
urchaso or contract, and of issuing, or to at

fpwA
L
>, thome one or more officers in the quartermas !

c ter's department to supply and issue the whole
or any part of the subsistence of the army, in j
all cases, when, from the want of contractors,

.
or a deficiency on their part,or any other cause, j

- such measure may be necessary and proper to <,

t secure the subsistence of the array; and such (

L Hpecial commissaries shall. whilst so employed,
l" be entitled to the pay and emoluments of a

deputy quartermaster general. The Gov-
e ernor shall have authority to nrpjir.t
. any additional officers, subject to the j

t, control "f the Legislature, when ,tvr the chief
a of any department of the armv and navy hhall
o report that they are rt quired lor the public i

d service, and the Beard hereby constituted shall
r c.incur in such report and n quest the Goveri-nor to make such appointments.

cH. No officer of the army or navy of Virg:fnia, nor quartermaster, paymaster or romruis
I. sary, nor any member of the lizard hereby
- constituted shall ho concerned, directly or i:i-directly, lor himself, or as agent, or as partner,
>, in any contract, s»i«, purchase, manufacturing
s or supply of any article, intended lor or appurktiiining to any ot said departments, except lor
} and on behalf of Virginia; ri«>r shall any of said
s officers take r.v receive to his me and ben^fii
t, any gain, commission or emolument fur anv
- negotiation or transaction ot any business in

if any of said departments, other thau may be
allowed by law. If any disbursing officer

s mentioned in this ordinance sholi he lotind dolllinquent in his accounts, the Board are hereby
! required to rupnrt the fact to the Governor,
n who shall thereupon strike the name of said
if officer from the roll of the army and navy.

15. loach and all of tho officers muted in this
e ordinance and connected with the departments
- of the ariny and nuvy. shall take the oaths pre0scribed by the Code of Virginia, chapter itiir-teen, sections one and three.
J Ifi. Xnc Board hereby constituted shall rcrquire every storekeeper, pat master and purser
1 under this ordinance to execute bond, with
r sufficient surety, in a penalty to be listed by
J the Board, conditioned according to law. The
, said Board, in their discretion, may require
it similar bonds of any officers of the army and
f navy referred to in this ordinance. Neither

the quartermaster general, nor the commissary
i- general, nor any othor head of a department

shall he responsible tor any loss which may
a accrue by the act or neglect uf any suboidiinate officer in such department, who has been
- lawfully put in possession of money or other
- property under this ordinance, or any law
- this Commonwealth.
: All bonds hereby required skill be payable
f to the Commonwealth of Virginia,
t All paymasters, oimmissariey and atore,

keepers shall In: subject to tha rules and articlesof war in the same manner a.-, commission1cd officers.
; 17. The duties of the officers ot departments j
ii in the army and navy shall, insofar as thev
s may not he ir.c .-nsistctu with this or other orui}

nances nf this Convention, be determined by
> the laws ol this State and of the United
] States, which were in force within this Com>uioiiwealth oil the seventeenth day of April.
j eighteen hundred and sixty-one.

18. The ordinance passed by this Conventionon the twenty-seventh day of April, cigh- ''

teen hundred and sixty-one. entitled "A gene- ^

s nil ordinance to provide a B -aid," S:c., aril an ^
. ordinance passed tho same day, entitled "An
r ordinance concerning the quartermaster's de- 11

. parluicnt," aro hereby repealed,
s It). This ordinance shall be in force from iis 1

r adoption, subject to the right of this Conventionor of the General Assembly to amend,
alter or repeal the same.

"

I- [TO JlE COXTlXlili.]

; VIRGINIA STATEjDNVENTiON. »

flflliU SJCSSluy-XkX OXM J>d n

TriWAsUAY, Nov. 14. 1301. |1
The Convention met at J2 nVkick. Mr Cox, L'

, of Chesltifield, in the (Jlmir. j "

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Pr.TEKi.ix.
The Pkesioent..As there was ::o quorum s

. Yesterdav. the Chair will direct ih<- SecieUir.
- to call the roll again, lo ascertain if a quotum (;
1 id now present. I J
' Tho Secretary called the roll. with the :ol- b

lowing result. n

Messrs. Aston, Barbour, Baylor, 1'litkey, Blow, Jr., B.j'i»ehu,Bouldln, Jl-y-.l, llraticli, Jlivvke, Strut, Capi-rum, C
1 OliAiubcrs, Cliamblist, Ciill'iuan, C. U. Conrad, Uub*rt V.
f Conrad, C"x, Crl.cte-, Diskiiu, Potman, Dul.vr.y, H-hi-r,

Flournov, F.irhm, F.ejcli. Inirland, Uiaie'y, iir.ty, (.lr«a'i-
"

ry, Jr., O^'tlu, AdtlUn IIhII, Cyrus Slull, I.. had, jtiin* }j
] ttmtid, llarvle. Ilaymcmd, Koudreu, Kilt»;-, Kludrol, Mw

ftrlind, Cnarlti K. Mallory, Jstne.t l.. .ilallory, jlarah.i l, y

Marye. dr, Ma.Ulr., Mntfet;, .Viooiigur, M;rrla,Moo:«, VebTlutr,'Caiks, Pre«tqn, Fugli, (rev. W. Ila idel|>li, lluera* J.f- (
a fen-Hi Kaidolph, Klvia, Sauadrrs, Sr.., iion. rt K. He.!*, ^5 SiHvtroll, rpeed, Alex, 11. II. e'unrt, dr-jinye,Tuyl. c. lr.-d- I
'

way, Itolirrt If. Turner, F..i kiln i*. Turner, Tj .or, Waller,
. Wliile, Wh' fie'.d, Wood;, Vou'.i,;.70.j , i .
j No quorum.

Mr. MoNTAOL't..At the l:ist session of this rj
boiiy, arid bt-lore there was any expulsion of s

b members made, there were enough in alien- i.
b dance to make a quorum. It;, tliu expulsion

of some members, nowevar.twelve, I oelicvo, 5

altogether.the aggregate number of the body r

t have been diminished, ar.d, as I tirulvrslatif], it t
1' is now entirely competent for this, as lor u!i
f deliberative bodies, to determine that a 111'j s
1 rity of its ac.uul number shall coustiune ; (

r quoruui. No suemssorH, as I understand, to ^
1 those who have been expeiled have sine.* been r

elected; and it seems to me that n. mqyrity ol t
1 the members entitled tu take scats ori mis liner s

should be deemed a quorum. i
1 I throw out this suggestion with a vie?.* to c
r ascertain the scntimenta of other gentlemen on t
s this subject. s

'» The PitESiDKNT..I don't think any motion <
0 can be entertained in the absence of a quorum, t

Mr. Mostaucb..T do not intend to make
j any motion. I merely throw out this as p.

r suggestion. It is for the Convention t/> decide [
. whether that view is correct or not. !

s Mr. Thomas Jtrrsitsos jRandoi.pu..I would
r observe that there is a considerable portion of (
\ the State now in possession c-f the enemy, and '

no members can be e'.crted froru thai portion.
, Suppose, sir, thai more than one half of the
. State was in possession of the metny, and the
r half which was not in the em my's j> jssi'ssion
e was entitled to seventy-six inbers, would j
_ any member that the Suite would be
_ deprived of a Legislature because half .

y of her territory was in possession of
2 the enemy and cmld not therefore elect
(. members y 1 think that wj should adapt our

u selves to the necessities of our position, and
inasmuch us a portion of the State i< in actual

j possession of the enemy, we should make a

r majority of the members elected from liic pnr- (

e tion of tho State cot in possession of the tne

3 my, to constitute a quoruf Mro Bhall tind on
adherenco to the old princij 1..that of requiring

b a mcjority of all the members originally idee-
s ted, to constitute a quorum.to lend to em oar-

,f rassment and difficulty.
1 Mr. Scott, of Fauquier.. 1 understand that
r many members have come in s.nco the roll
3 was called, and I new move that tlfb absentees
', be called. j
1 It was so done, but no members answered to
0 their names.

Vfr Krxvrr. nf Pllinilii>r .1 desire to kliOW
how many members are altogether uoon the

t rolL
The Secketaky.One hundred sod thirty-

i- Bix. I
Mr. Scorr..Well, sir, I move now that tho

i Convention adopt a resolution that a uinjoiily
a of coo hundred and thirty-six shall constitute

s quorum. I take it that the matter is entirely
i, within tho power of tho Convention. We are

i- a deliberative body, and it is competent for us,
g as it seems to aie, to adopt this principle. Ip

the beginning; of the session of this Convention
r we adopted the ruies of the House of Delegates
,r for our guidance, and, 1 believe, by virtue of
,r these rules, it requires a majority <ii all the
;s members elected to constitute a quorum..
q There is no Taw prescribing the rule u> he
0 adopted by the Convention, and I take it,
r. therefore, that it is a matter wholly within the
; power of this body to determine what shall
e constitute a quorum.

I do Dot desire to detain the body by elaboOrating the arguments in support ol this view ;
d butilseerns tome very clear that it is competent
y for the Convention to declare what shad be a

i- quorum necessary for the transaction of bus -'

' ,

"""

volume"
riess As it appears that wo have only one
hundred and thirty-six members in all, I m:>ve
that a majority of that number shall be held
to constitute ft quoruai.
Mr. Hahvik..I understood the Chair has

iecided no motion to be in nrd-.r in the absence
)f a quorum.
Mr. Montaoi.i;.that the decision of tho

Chnir ?
The Pkesidest..T so ruled.
Mr. Mos'taoue.. I appeal from that decision.

IM. 11.1 ... U : ^1. J « fl
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" A majority uf the members of the Corireritiunbe necessary to transact business."
I maintain that under that rule a majority of

Lhc members present constitute quorum.
Mr. Hakvir..That rule whs adopted when

we bail a full Convention, and ofcourse contentdatedthat scvenly-sevon was to be a quorum.
think the gentleman begs the question when

ic says that n majority of the number present
constitute a quorum. A majority of the Contentionas it existed when that rule was

idopted did constitute a quorum; but I cannotsuppose that this rule applies to the Con
mention as it now exists. It was never ennlemplaledto do so, for no such result us has
iinco supervened, could have been antici[ an(1. when the rule was adopted.
At all events there am members now composingLitis body v. ho have been elected since

u;r last session, whose right to a seat we
Should tirst investigate before adopting any
rule predicated upon the number now occupyingseats Lore. Some members claiming seats
here have received, as I understand, but two
ar three votes, and I insi.-t that the c'auits of
ih-i.se members rltall be investigated before T
consent that my action here shall be pare I zed
bv gentlemen coming here upon such equivocalgrounds as the reception of two votes.
Tnc I'remount.Tho iocit of the Chair is,

.hat shnnM seventy-seven members fail to ap>ear,the Convention would have it in its pow-
ir to adopt an amendment to the rule constiutir.ga majority of the number present a

pjorum. I believe that seventy-seven tnemieKare now in the city, ami ir seems to me

hat it would bo well to defer any action changngthe basis of organization until the quorum
s present. If tho Convention, impatient of
May. shall decide to make the change in the
tile which I have indicated, I shall be happy
o see the change made. It would be better
von if such a change was contemplated to
.wail the presence of a quorum, and thus give
he force of legality to the act.
Mr. Mohiup..I understand that the gentleman(roin Goochland, (Mr. Lkakk.) is in camp

ie.iv the city, and i would move mat the frcx
dent >lir patch a iin.HSi.ngcr for him.
The HitttsiDtiNT.-. It requires no motion.. j"he Chair v.il! order him to be sent tor.
Tim second doorkeeper was accordingly tent

0 the cntip lor Mr. I.kaku.
Mr. G.u nonv, of King V/illiaro .1 undertandthe Chair to decide that there is not a

nrutn present.
The I'ncsiDHNT..Y*'", sir.
Mr. GKHOiiHV..And from that decision I

mdcrsiatid the gentleman from Middlesex,
Mr. Montaoijh,) to appeal. Is not that the
action now in «.rdei ?
The Pkksiuknt..I cannot see how the apicalcin be taken since you can do nothing

rithout a quorum. I do not regard an appeal
sin order; but I am willing to do anything
hat shall meet ilie views of tho Convention.
Mr. T. J. RaxdcU'II..Suppose, by some act

f Gcd, that otiu hail of the State was sublergcdin the ocean, according t<;'hat dtciionyou would have no government at ail.
lie whole government of the Siate would be
'.orally extinct.
The PaEsrDENT..'Thai is not the case, howvtr.(Laughter.)
Mr. JiASOOLfU..Cut, air, the enemy is in

osscssion of a portion of t'ne State, and the
lihct very much the same as if it was subu-rged.Suppose the enemy was in possesonof half tlie State, according to tbut deciionthe other half would have no governmen t
rh-vteccr.
Mr. Bi.ahkY..-Under the rule you have laid,

own, suppose if. should happen that the Prcsientshould decide that seventy seven inem

ers would not be a quorum, would there be
o remedy ?
The- President..That is not a uuppnsable

ase. (Laughter.)
Mr. XJavi.'jk, oS Augusta..It seeiua to u:e

hat some members have come in since the roll
as been called. 1 think it would be well to
ail the roil again.
The roll was airain called, when Mr. Samuel

5. Williams answered to his name, making
-1- mr tubers in all.
At this stage there was a lung pause, awailingthe arrival of members.
After an interval of about half or three[iiartersof an hour, Mr. Marmadckk Johnus,who was engaged in court, arrived, which

nerrased tbo number to 7o.
Mr. Dohman..It.seems to me, sir, that we

liould organize in some way. There is a quouinin tbo city, but there seems to lie some
[ tlicu'ty in getting them here.

I apprehend, sir, that, inasmuch, as there is
time doubt as to the discretion of the body to
leterminc that any short of the usual number
77) should constitute a quorum, the proper
".uirsc to pursue is to examine the election n

urns, which, I understand, are now in possesionof the Chair, and to determine, as speedily
,s may he consistent with a full investigation
>f the claims uf the gentlemen claiming seats
>/ virtue of these returns, who nro entitled to
;eals under the elections held to till the vacan:.escreated by the expulsion of members at
be lasc session.

I move that the returns bo referred, at once,
.a the Committee on Elections, and that the valancicsnow exist ing in that committee be tilled
ap.
.Mr. IJayjioxo.-.Do T understand you as da:idingthat we cannot constitute a quorum

jut. of a majority of the members present?
The Pkbsiolxt..The ijhuir has determined,

in case tho .sergeant-at-arms who has been dispatchedin search of members, shall fail in his
.-rrand, to entertain an appeal from the decisionof the Chair, and throw tho responsibility
jpon the body.
Mr. Haymond..I would make a suggestion,

>ir.
It seems to me that there is some eonfu.-ion

i:i construing the provision of tho Constitution
which requires l!:at no hill, making an appropriationof money out of the public treasury,
ihall become a law, unless it receives a m?j ; iLyof the whole number elected to both branchesof the Legislature.
Now, that is not ihc rule here. Wc did not

idopt the rules of the House of DrlcgUes, but
the rules of ihe Convention of lSoO-'ol. And
what nre these rules so far as they r-late to
the question now under consideration ? That
1 rns-joriiy of the members present shali c institutea quorum. What constitutes this Con
ve.ntion, but the delegates elected to this body.
Why, sir, half of us might die wuhin the per'f.vT* tVria o*woi.\n nnJ in I orf.flt

I apprehend, we wouhl have a Convention..
Under our rule, it certainly cannot happen
that if a few members of litis Convention are

guilty of that which disqualifies them from
continuing meinbers of this Convention, we

ran transact no business in the absence of the
usual number required to constitute a quorum.

'J'he lui.j provides, as I understand, that a

mfjonty of the Convention shall conscinite a

quorum. Now, what cmistiiutts this Convention,except it is the delegates present? Can
it bo said that Hr.y others except those who
remain here from motives of patriotism, or

otherwise, constitute this Convention V Why,
just see how it is, fair. Tlitrc are a number of
the memtwis of this body in the field, sotne of
whom are privates, some Colonels, and others
higher stili in rank. They may not be enable to

get furloughs, ana being under military command,mu.it necessarily obey ; and, in view of
that fact is it to be said, when we have a majorityhere of the members elect, that they do
not constitute a quorum? I think an adherenceto such a ruie is injudicious, to say the
itas?. I admit that we were guilty of a great
oversight when we expelled the members whom
we did expel, that we did not provide in some
wny to meet the difficulty which would result
from the absence of members in the camp.
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But tho Governor issued his proclamation in
respect to the manner of election, which I
regard as nothing less than a usurpation
of power, and it is now fur this Convention to
decide; whether that action shall he confirmed
or not. Gentlemen elected in pursuance <>f ] t

that proclamation are here, sir, at considerable j
expense to themselves, and we should at onciproceedto examine their claims to scats, and W
accord seats to them if we shall determine ;hat !- <:
they are justly entitled to them. If their j }
claims are established we shall have aqucrutn. >1 J
I see gentlemen here on vour roll woo have
been elected to fill vacancies by the people ot" --J3
their counties, and in respect to whose ri$.ht
to seats then seems no doubt. It is necessary
that these gentlemen should be at once admit- -A.
ted tu seats, and this cannot welt bo done oth- $
erwi.se than by organizing this body forthwith
upon the principle of the majority of the ir.em- dj'
bors present constituting a quorum, which in
my opinion is a just principle, and one entirely jin accordance with the 11th rule referred to jjj
by ilie gentleman from Middlesex, (Mr. AIon- -£
tauue.) t:
Wc know, sir, that there are now 300,000

people in this Common wealth who cannot com- *' I
ply with the due forms of elections ; but they ->j;j
have their delegates hero chosen in uccordanco
with the proscribed form of election made necessaryby the State of things in the section lj >'
wherein these people reside. *(

This seems to me, Mr. President, to be a rr.r- *

rect construction of the rule prescribing what :

shall be a quorum. Now, sir, what constitutes a

Convention ? Is it the members elected.'.he
members who arc.or those whom we have
expelled? We have expelled, I believe, twelve
members, and there is one yet under constde >
ration , and I would appeal to you, sir, to know
whether wc arc to hang on hero from day to

day in this dead lock, or whether a nu.j irity
of the members who are here, and who have
not been expeliod, shall be held to constitute
a quorum 1 If thoso who have been expelled
are to bo considered as still members <:f tins -,"j:
body.still constituent parts of this Convention,then wo have not a quorum. I maintain jthatwe are to consider a majority of the ut'-m
bets actually present as sufficient to consti- j,
jre a quorum, else the language o! tho rule ,

upon that subject means very different from
what it reads. This war is going on, and, as L j.
remarked, many of the members are in the j
unity, and will doubtless continue there, ami
it may be that in the course of this suits-..», a "'s j
difficulty may arise similar to that in which
we now find ourselves. It is, therefore, wise, ;j
in my judgment, to adopt such a rule as will ;
obviate a recurrence of this embarrassment,

In conclusion. 1 submit, with due deference
to the opinion of tho Chair, whether undeliberateof tho Convention of li>50, this Conventionis not constituted in and of itscdf by
the members who are known to be elected.
The Pkbsidest..I would remark, for the in

formation of the Convention, that I have in my
possession papers sont in by the Secretary of
State, which I understand are election returns.
Upon examination of those it limy turn out
that a sufficient number of members is dulyelectedto make up the original number, 102.
Now, by general consent, I would enter.a:n a

motion to refer these papers to the Committee
on Elections, wi^h a view to their immediate r'
examination. The committee can, I presume,
report without delay who is arid who is not s

entitled to his seat, and the result would probablyleave us in an attitude in which wo could
proceed to business without further embarrassment .jj.Mr. Dokmax..That was the suggestion I
made, and I trust the Convention will act

up >nit. ijlMr. IIartil-..I object to any motion being ,»j
entertained in the absence of a quoium.
Mr Havmond..I move that the Convention

adjourn until Saturday.
The motion was subsequently withdrawn.
There was another long pause in the proceed- 1 r

ings at this stage, when
Mr. Hakvie said.Whenever thcio i;; a quo

rum, Mr. President, in this Iiousc, I ahull certainlyt;tay hero and attend to my duty, iiua

carefully consider any and every question 4
which a majority of this body shait think !

proper to introduce. 1 confess, however, that -i
I nm very much disinclined to take action at
this time in reference to the subjects which, i;
is nrideja'ood, will form the basis of our ac- $
tion here, Hut, as I have said, I wiil submit i;
to the will of a fairly constituted majority ;
but will not consent by any short cuts to determineupon important and vital subjects of
legislation which deeply concern the State at
tins time. In other words, I shall not continue
a member of a convention which has no IfcgV.
existence. ji
Now it is perfectly manifest to tny mind

that you cannot get a quorum here to-day, r.tni
so believing, I lor one do not mean to wait,
here engaging in fruitless efforts to hunt up a

quorum. I am satislicd thero are other gentlemenhero who feel as I do; and in that vm*ofthe matter, the proper course would be, an

it seems to me, to adjourn over until Satin day.
To morrow has been fixed upon by the Presidentof tho Confederacy as a day of fasting, {
humiliation and prayer, and of course we w.il
observe it. If wo wait until the day after tomorrow,we will, in my opinion, have a quorumaccording to our regular rule, nnd it is.
bettor to await that thgn be seeking to consti
tute u quorum against all law and precedent.

1 make these remarks, sir, with no view of
interfering with your proceedings, but purely
from a sense of duty.

I move that we adjourn, until 19. o'clock on

Saturday.
Mr. Doiiman..In the absence of a quorum,

"

this body can only adjourn from day to day.
Mr. Hautie..Then, I movo to adjourn un

tiltomorrow.
Mr. Scorr, of Fauquier..In my opinion we

nave a right to adjourn to any time we may
deem proper.

Mr. IIakvie..If that be so, I move to adjournover until Saturday.
Mr. Scott..I understood there is no a.in

cu'ty as to the power of a deliberative body
without a quorum to adjourn, to aoy time thai
the body wishes. What rule is there, or what,
principle is there which confines the power to

adjourn to an adjournment from day to day ?.
I am not aware of any rula; I am not aware of
any law,or principle of parliamentary law whatever,that requires to restrict tho adjournment
from day to day. It is stated that we arc restrictedto the power of merely adjourning;
and, 1 imagine, when we adjourn until S:nurrlaywo are fulfilling the power which all concedeto belong to tho body.

Mr. IIai.i., of Wetzel..I have ascertained
that Mr. Aiimstuo.no has just arrived. This
brings the number up to 70, and Mr. Lbakk,
I understand, will he here in a few minutes.

I regard it xs important that wo should organizeto day, so that the Committee on Electionsuiay be enabled to go to work and tx

amine the returns now in possession of the
too Chair. A little patience, and wo shall
have a quorum.
The Pkesidk.nt..The 11th rule reads :

"A majority of the members of the Oonv«.-n
lion shall be necessary to transact busings?,
and every question shall be determined accordingto the vote of the majority of the members
present. Any smaller number shall be sufficientto adjourn, and fifteen to call a House
and send for the absent, and make any order
for their censure or discliarga."
The Chair is of opinion that the Convention

can adjourn over untii Saturday, under that
rule.

Mr. DoIUIAX..1 unaerstauu, uy a ueciaiun

of the Chair, that no appeal can be taken from
his decision, f maintain that, under parliamentarylaw, it is not competent for any numbershore ol u quorum to adjourn, except from
day to day.
The Pkusident..There is a rule of the Conventionto the contrary, and that over rides

parliamentary iaw.
The question on Mr. HABvre's motion to

adjourn until Saturday was put, and it was

decided in the negative.
Mr. Hall, of Wetzel, said:.After another

long pause, as some of the delegates who have
already answered to their names have left thb
Hall, and as it is therefore possible that w#

may not have a quorum, when Mr. Leake gets
here, I move that we take a recess ur.til naif
past 4 o'clock. The Danville train w ill have
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